
 
 

Naismith College Officials of the Year Announced 
 

Men’s and Women’s College Basketball Officials Honored 
 

ATLANTA (April 7, 2006) – Steve Welmer and Joe Cunningham were named the Naismith 
Men’s and Women’s College Officials of the Year, respectively, the Atlanta Tipoff Club 
announced today. The Naismith Award, presented annually to the men’s and women’s college 
officials of the year, is the most prestigious national award in college basketball. Welmer and 
Cunningham will be honored at the Naismith Awards Banquet on April 7 in Atlanta.  
 
Welmer and Cunningham were selected by the Atlanta Tipoff Club’s Board of Selectors, a 
collection of basketball officials and administrators from around the country, based on their 
performances in officiating this season.   
 
“These two outstanding officials are a tribute to their profession,” said Gary Stokan, Atlanta 
Tipoff Club president. “Their hard work and dedication to basketball is often overlooked, and 
thus we are humbled to recognize their efforts.”  
 
A 26-year veteran as Division I men’s basketball official, Steve Welmer has been a part of  20 
consecutive NCAA tournaments. One of the most recognizable officials in the country, Welmer is 
on the staff of the Big Ten, Big 12, Big East, Conference USA, Western Athletic, Sunbelt, 
Missouri Valley, Horizon, Mountain West and Southland conferences.   
 
Welmer, who started his officiating career as a high school student working sixth-grade 
basketball games, holds the record for working three Indiana state championship games before 
the age of 35.  
 
A women’s basketball official for more than 30 years, Joe Cunningham started officiating at the 
Division I level in 1987 for the Atlantic Coast Conference. Along with the ACC, he currently 
works games in Conference USA and the Big Ten, Southeastern, Colonial, Southern, Big South 
and Peach Belt conferences. 
 
The recipient of the ACC Commissioner’s Award in 2000, Cunningham has worked six ACC 
tournament title games. A veteran of 12 straight NCAA tournaments, he has officiated in the 
regional round or higher the past 10 years, including the 2003 Women’s Final Four in Atlanta. 
Cunningham also officiated in the American Basketball League, working the league finals in 
1997 and was named ABL Official of the Year.  
  
The Naismith Award for Men’s and Women’s College Officials of the Year has been presented 
since 1988. Last year’s recipients were Ted Valentine (Men’s College Official of the Year) and 
Wesley Dean (Women’s College Official of the Year). For more information, visit 
www.naismithawards.com. 
 
ABOUT THE ATLANTA TIPOFF CLUB  
The Atlanta Tipoff Club, an Atlanta Sports Council property, is committed to promoting the game 
of basketball and recognizing the outstanding accomplishments of those who make the game so 
exciting. The Atlanta Tipoff Club has presented the Naismith Trophy since UCLA’s Lew 
Alcindor first won the award in 1969. The Naismith Awards program has become an emblem of 



excellence for the game, recognizing the men’s and women’s college players, coaches and 
officials of the year, and the male and female high school players of the year.  
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